
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



C 7<$o ) 

To examine yet farther this matter of new-made Air, 
I took one Grain weight of Crabs Eyes, to which I 
poured Wine Vinegar, and in 4 hours as much Air was 
generated as filled the fpace of 44 Grains of Water ,• and 
3 Grains of Crabs-Eyes produced about three times 
as much. This new-made Air kept its Expanfion for 1 % 
hours that I bbferVed it, whence it appears to have been 
true Air. 



V. the Defcription of the American Totnineius, 
or Humming Bird, communicated by Nehe- 
iniah Grew, M. D. and fellow of the Royal 
Society. 

THere is in mod parts of America a Bird called by 
the Englijb the Hum Bird, by the Spaniard To- 
mineius. He is of a moll excellent fhining green Color, 
and very refplendent j the Colour doth fomething re- 
ferable fome of our Englijh Drakes-heads. It doth inha- 
bit in fome of the colder parts of America, as well as in 
the hotter. It is the Ieaft of all Birds that I have feen 
there or in England j her Leg and Foot together is but 
half an Inch, the other parts anfvverable, the Trunk of 
her Body not an Inch. I did weigh one (in thole parts) 
as fbon as ever it was kili'd, whofe Weight was the tenth 
part of an Ounce Avoirdupoize, which I take to be a- 
bout the Weight of a Coined Six-pence. And I have 
weighed here in England a. fit-moufe (which I take to 
be the lead Bird here) and it weighed above Two Shil- 
lings, and fome Half a Crown. I law one of their 
Nells made of Cotton- Wool, in form and bigneft of the 
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Thumb of a Man's Glove,with the Taper end let down- 
wards, wherein were two Eggs of the bignefs of a Pea, 
of oval Form. Who can but admire to fee the whole 
Body, and all the parts of a Bird folded up in an Egg, 
little bigger than a Pepper-Corn ? They feed by thruft- 
ing their Bill and Tongue into the bloflbms of Trees, 
and Co fuck the fweet Juice of Honey from them j and 
when he fucks he fits not, but bears up his Body with a 
hovering Motion of his Wings : But for the relation 
that he is a curious finging Bird, I think it untrue. God 
in many of his Creatures is bountiful, yet not lavifh • 
for I did obferve them feveral years, but never heard 
them fing j and the Peacock and Jay, though they be 
of a fine Plume, yet no Singers j and fo I think this 
Bird is fo beautiful to the Eye, as not at all to pleafe the 
Ear. An Indian Soggamore is not in his full Pomp and 
Bravery without one of thefe Birds in his Ear for a Pen- 
dant. He is call'd the Hum-bird or Humming Bird y be- 
caule fome fay he makes a noife like a Spinning Wheel 
when he flies, which I think rather an Imagination than 
real 5 for I have been many times very near them, both 
when they hover'd and when they did fly, and I never 
heard any Noife ; befides, their Body and Wings are too- 
fmall to iftrike Air enough to make any Noife. , But of 
this I fhall not be pofitive, becaufefome Authors are op- 
pofite to me. It is a Solitary Bird : I never law but two 
at a time together, 'viz. the Male and the Female, they 
being eafily known when together, the Male being 
(omewhat bigger than the Female. 

If one take a fmall Birds Wing,and (land 4 or 5 yards 
from a Candle (when dark) and open the Wing, and 
look thro' it at the Candle, lie may fee a moft elegant 
Colour of red and green, which green doth fomcthing 
refemble the Colour of this Bird. 
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